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Justice Stanley Mosk served California for
mote than half of the 20th century. His
remarkable life of service ended on June 19,
2001. In the years that have passed since his
death, lasting memories of the man he was—
the scholar, the judge,* and the public
servant—have been expressed in the words of

his family, friends, and colleagues.

A memorable man, Justice Mosk was also a man of
memories. His writings show that he treasured life. That he also
treasuted his own life is clear: Because he cated for the wotds
and objects that marked his life's passages, they remain today, to
inform us and increase our appreciation of this great man and
the time in which he lived.

Born in San Antonio, Texas, in 1912, Stanley Mosk
received his primary and secondary education in the public
schools of Rockford, Illinois. His involvement in community
service developed early. A fledgling journalist, he co-edited his
high school newspaper and represented Rockford in the annual
Mlinois High School Press Confetence. He was a member of the
school's championship debate team. An athlete as well as a
scholat, he played baseball during his high school yeats and
covered the football and basketball seasons for the school
papet.

Mosk received a bachelor of philosophy degtee from the
University of Chicago, Division of the Social Sciences, in June
1933. He continued his education at Southwestern University
School of Law and was admitted to the ptactice of law in
California in 1935.

His life of public service began with his appointment to
the staff of Governor Culbert L. Olson in 1939. He setved in

the cabinet as legal advisor and later as executive secretary. In
1943 he was appointed to the supetior court in Los Angeles. He
resigned his judgeship to setve in the U.S. Army during World
War II. At the conclusion of his military service, he returned to
the bench, remaining until his successful campaign for Attorney
General. He won the 1958 election for that office by a margin
of motre than one million votes, the largest in any contest in the
United States that year.

In his neatly six yeats as Attorney General, Mosk issued
approximately 2,000 written opinions in matters ranging from
watet rights to voting rights. He is remembered for his strong
stand in favor of permitting an African-American golfer, Chatlie
Sifford, to patticipate in a PGA tournament, thus effectively
ending the sport's racial restrictions. Among his many
constructive proposals in the field of law enforcement was the
establishment of the Commission on Peace Officers' Standards
and Training.

Justice Mosk was appointed to the California Supreme
Coutt in September 1964 and served until his death in June
2001. He was at all times an esteemed colleague, a legal scholar
of the highest otder, and a seeker of just and workable
solutions. He authored mote than 1,400 opinions in matters as
vatied as the use of racial quotas as a basis for admission to
medical school (the Bakke decision); the ability of disabled
patents to tetain custody of their children; the requirement that
physicians disclose treatment options and risks to their patients
(docttine of informed consent); and the holding that journalists
cannot be jailed for contempt of court for refusing to give
prosecutors unpublished material.

Justice Mosk setved California for mote than 60 yeats.
His patticipation in public policy development and judicial
decision making is unpatralleled in the history of the state. His
life and work remain models of service and excellence, and his
memoty will be honored for many years to come.

On June 10, 2002 this courthouse was tenamed to honor
Justice Stanley Mosk. &R
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